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Accessibility

Lastly, health care coverage must be accessible. All people, regardless of employment, health status or
geographic location, should be able to gain coverage without waiting periods or undue barriers to coverage.
While we appreciate that the legislation would continue to prohibit insurers from denying coverage to
individuals with pre-existing conditions, we are deeply troubled that, absent other quality and financial
protection standards, this provision would offer only minimal assurance to consumers.

Conclusion

While we do not yet know the outcome or scope of the ruling in the Texas v U.S. case, failure to preserve key
ACA provisions could have catastrophic implications for both the insurance markets and the millions of patients
who rely on them. Partially restoring only two (guaranteed issue and some rating protections) of the multiple
provisions that currently protect patients is inadequate and would leave many people without the level of
coverage they need and deserve. Should the ACA be struck down and this legislation implemented as a
replacement, consumers with pre-existing conditions would face significant financial and coverage barriers. In
short, for people with pre-existing conditions, the bill would provide access to coverage in name only.

We share your interest in continuing to make health insurance accessible to Americans with pre-existing
conditions and appreciate your efforts to preserve certain protections in law, regardless of the outcome of Texas
vs. US. However, the “Ensuring Coverage for Patients with Pre-Existing Conditions Act” as currently drafted, falls
far short of providing coverage and security to your constituents, including those who are or will face significant
health care needs. We urge you and your Senate colleagues to reconsider your approach to S. 3388 and ensure
that any future legislation provides protections for people with pre-existing conditions that are the same or
better than those included in current law.

Our organizations stand ready to work with you on solutions that serve the patients we represent and would be
pleased to meet with you about how this legislation can be improved to meet the needs of people with pre-
existing conditions.

Sincerely,
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Cc:
Leader Mitch McConnell
Minority Leader Charles



